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April 2009 Dear Parents, 
 

Throughout this monthôs hotline and in our school, you will see the theme of transition represented in 

many ways.  It will be seen outside as the weather turns warmer and students begin to explore our envi-

ronment through science classes or in one of our two new outdoor classroom venues.  Students will 

begin a process of transition, some from the 7th to 8th grade, others from the middle school to the high 

school.  Finally, our building will begin a transition as well, as we prepare for the construction project 

planned for this summer.  All of these situations present us with challenges, but also with wonderful 

opportunities for growth. 
 

The final marking period of the year will begin when we return from spring recess.  The end of the 

school year will be approaching and it is important for all of us to emphasize the need for our students 

to continue the high level of performance and dedication they have shown thus far.  Decisions sur-

rounding course requests and placement for the next school year take into account the entire school 

year, with the 4th marking period worth just as much as the other marking periods.  Demonstrating a 

focus and commitment to academics in the fourth marking period will best prepare the students for next 

yearôs academic expectations as well as confirm the decisions made to best meet student needs. 
 

There will be a number of opportunities to attend student recognitions or performances.  Please check 

our website often for these dates and times and help us to honor the achievements and efforts of our 

students. 
 

Regards,   

FEBRUARY  STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
 

 8th Grade   7th Grade 
 

 UCLA  - Megan Lytle USC - Jessica Tracz 
 Florida - Sarah Tilton Syracuse - Joseph Wheeler 
 Penn State - Alli McGrew Texas -  Oswaldo Almanza 
 Ohio State - Ryan Treftz Villanova - Marcus Forst 

7
th

 GRADE PARENTS 
The guidance team will soon begin the placement process for the 2009-2010 school year.  
This involves a review of records, obtaining teacher recommendations and testing in math.  
The Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) is administered to seventh grade students to help de-
termine math placements for the eighth grade year.  This year the IAAT will be administered 
as follows: 
 

                                                         Monday, May 11 - USC 
Tuesday, May 12 - Texas  and  Villanova  

                                                         Wednesday, May 13 -
 
 Syracuse  

 

Parents will receive the results of this test in a math placement letter that will be sent home in 
June.  In addition, 7

th
 grade students who indicated an interest in taking a foreign language, 

instead of the art cycle,  will receive a letter in June to indicate if they qualified. 
 

The guidance team welcomes parental input regarding the educational needs of each  stu-
dent.  Parents are invited to contact the middle school guidance counselors if they wish to dis-
cuss placement concerns.  Deadline for parental input is Friday May 29

th
. 

SAVE THE DATEðAGSD TECHNOLOGY FAIR & SCIENCE EXHIBITION  
Wednesday, April 22ð6:00-7:30 p.m.ðAvon Grove High School 

 

Hosted this year by the high school, the new venue provides the opportunity to highlight more 
technologies used at the secondary level along with expanding and enhancing learning op-
portunities for students in grades K-12.  The fair will feature numerous hands-on interactive 
displays including how students are using 21st century learning tools in the classroom.  For 
additional details and a complete lists of exhibits, visit the districtôs online newsroom at 
www.avongrove.org.   



Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)  
Science Assessment ðGrade 8  

April 27 and April 28, 2009  
8:00-9:30 a.m.  

 
Which schools participate?  
All school districts participate in the science assessment.  Nonpublic and private schools may also participate on a    
voluntary basis. 
 

Which students take the assessment?  
All students in grades 4, 8 and 11 are included in the assessment (except for a few students who meet specific criteria). 
 

When does the assessment occur?  
The assessment is scheduled by the school districts to take place during the testing window of April 27 through May 8, 
2009. 
 

How long does the assessment take?  
The entire science assessment takes approximately two to four hours to complete.  Your school district should inform 
you about the assessment schedule. 
 

What does the assessment include?  
Students in grades 4 and 8 complete two sections of items for the science assessment; grade 11 students complete 
three sections.  Some items will be the same for all students and some portions of the assessment will consist of       
different groups of items. 
 

Who administers the assessment?  
Each school chooses the person(s) who will administer the assessment.  In most cases, these are the studentsô     
teachers, who are often helped by the principal or a guidance counselor. 
 

What types of questions are on the assessment?  
Students respond to two types of questions:  multiple-choice and open-ended.  In a multiple-choice question, the correct 
answer is chosen from the four presented options, while open-ended questions require students to compose their      
responses.  At grades 8 and 11, the science assessment also includes science scenarios. 
 

What is a science scenario?  
A science scenario contains text, graphics, charts, and/or tables, and uses these elements to describe the results of a 
class project, an experiment, or other similar research.  Students use the information found in a science scenario to   
answer both multiple-choice and open-ended questions.  Science scenarios are used at grade 8 and grade 11 only. 
 

How are the written responses to open -ended items scored?  
The written responses for science open-ended items are scored by evaluators trained in applying a pre-determined   
scoring system.  In science, scores are based on content only.  Spelling and punctuation are not included as part of the 
scoring process. 
 

Who decided what the assessments should measure?  
Groups of educators from all levels of education in Pennsylvania chose the areas of knowledge on which the assess-
ment is based.  The groups included teachers, supervisors, curriculum directors, and college specialists.  These       
educators also reviewed, edited, and approved items that were written to align with Pennsylvaniaôs assessment anchors. 
 

What is assessed in science?  
The science assessment addresses the four major reporting categories:  The Nature of Science, Biological Sciences, 
Physical Sciences, and Earth and Space Sciences.  The proportion of items devoted to each reporting category varies 
within a grade level.  Each reporting category includes certain Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content. 
 
How are the results reported?  
Reports for science are sent to the school districts for distribution to parents, teachers, and guidance counselors and/or 
principals.  The state does not receive any reports with individual names included. 
 

Results are reported by school for curricular and planning purposes.  School districts publish the PSSA testing results 
for each school.  The state also releases school-by-school assessment data. 
 

May parents see the assessment?  
Parents and guardians may review the assessment by making arrangements with the school assessment coordinator 
once the assessment arrives at the school.  No copies of the assessment or notes about items are permitted to leave 
the school and confidentiality agreements must be signed. 
 

If, after reviewing the assessment, parents do not want their child to participate in the science assessment due to a   
conflict with their religious beliefs, they may write a note to the school district superintendent prior to the beginning of the 
assessment to excuse their child from the assessment. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

APRIL MAY 
 

    1 - Early Dismissalð12:25 p.m. 12- Choral ConcertðAGHS Auditorium 7:30 p.m. 
 Parent/Teacher Conferences 5:30-8:30 p.m. 13- Band ConcertðAGHS Auditorium 7:30 p.m. 
    2 - Early Dismissalð12:25 p.m. 18- Ice Cream Socialð7th Grade @6:00 p.m.
 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:50-2:50 p.m.         8th Grade @ 7:30 p.m. 
    3- Early Dismissal ï12:25 p.m. 20- Spring Sports Assemblyð7:50 a.m.  
 End of 3rd Marking Period 25- Memorial DayðNo School  
    6-10- Spring BreakðNo School 27- AGIS 6th Grade Student Visitð9:00 a.m. 
    20- Report Cards   AGIS 6th Grade Parent Visitð7:00 p.m. 
    24- Spring Picture Day   
 
JUNE 
 

    4- Student of the Month Breakfast 
    8- 8th Grade Sandy Hill Trip 
    9- 8th Grade Sandy Hill Trip Rain Date 
 End of 4th Marking Period 
    15- 7th Grade Awards Assemblyð8:00 a.m. 
    16- 8th Grade Awards Assemblyð8:00 a.m. 
    17- Last Student Day  
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ATTENTION 8TH GRADE STUDENTS 
Tryouts for AGHS Fall ó09 Sports begin on Monday, August 17, 2009 

 

AGHS Fall sports: 
 Boys & Girls Cross CountryðVarsity & JV    
 Girls Field HockeyðVarsity, JV & Freshman 
 GolfðVarsity        
 Boys SoccerðVarsity, JV & Freshman 
 Girls SoccerðVarsity & JV      
 Girls TennisðVarsity & JV 
 Girls VolleyballðVarsity, JV & Freshman    
 FootballðVarsity, JV & Freshman 
 CheerleadingðVarsity & JV 
 

To be eligible for tryouts, all paperwork is due August 7, 2009.  
Please turn paperwork in to the AGHS  

FSEMS Hispanic/Latino Spring Family Night 
 

Latino/Hispanic parents and students are invited to a ñCovered Dishò event at FSEMS, Tuesday, 
April 14, 2009 from 6:00 ï 8:00pm.  Families who attend will not only be able to enjoy what is 
certain to be a variety of delicious offerings but will also have the opportunity to learn about ex-
tracurricular activities offered at the Middle School.  Presentations will include summer offerings 

by local community resources as well as athletic and non-athletic after school activities.  Interpreters will be on hand 
for bilingual presentations.  We look forward to getting together as a community once again!   
 

Noche Primaveral Hispana/Latina en FSEMS 
 

Padres y estudiantes Latinos/Hispanos están invitados a una noche informativa primaveral en FSEMS, el martes, 14 
de abril, 2009 de 6:00 a 8:00pm. Les invitamos traer un platillo tradicional para compartir. Las familias que asistan no 
solo podrán disfrutar de la variedad de deliciosos platillos,  si no también tendrán la oportunidad de informarse sobre 
las actividades extracurriculares ofrecidas aquí en el Middle School.  Presentaciones incluirán información sobre acti-
vidades en el verano por parte de los recursos sociales, así como también actividades atléticas y no-atléticas que se 
llevan a cabo después de la escuela. Habrán intérpretes bilingües asistiendo las presentaciones. ¡Esperamos con 
ansia volver a reunirnos como una comunidad de nuevo! 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND LIFE STUDIES  
 

ñPHITNESS FILESò MEETS ñLIFELINESò 
 

ñLIFELINESò 
 

This will be our final edition of ñLifelinesò as Life Studies will have come to an end by the time you read 
this. Making good choices involving relationships, nutrition and drugs, solving conflicts, developing good 
character, being cyber-safe and learning about  additional responsibilities as students undergo physical 

and emotional changes that accompany puberty are only a few of the topics that have been covered over the past 
couple of months. The PE staff would like to thank all of our students for sharing their knowledge, questions, 
thoughts, creativity, as well as for their demonstration of courage while role playing, presenting, playing charades 
and ñsellingò hygiene products to an audience composed of their peers. Remember Students:  PRACTICE WHAT 
YOU HAVE LEARNED!! 
 

ñPHITNESS FILESò 
 

So you ask what is going on in P.E. these days?!! Our students have been practicing cooperation, respect, sports-
manship, self-officiating, and conflict resolution as they play the games of team handball, indoor soccer and floor 
hockey.  They have been doing a fantastic job throughout these units and should be commended for their work, en-
ergy and enthusiasm. Our students are also enjoying their experience on the climbing wall. The climbing wall affords 
students with the opportunity to truly depend on a peer for support and encouragement as they traverse their way 
down the hallway. Students set their goals and then strive to achieve them throughout the lessons. Ask your child 
how they enjoy the climbing wall!  

MUSIC TEAM 
 

The music team would like to share some news of our spring performances.  Eleven of our tal-
ented seventh and eighth grade band students will represent Avon Grove at this yearôs Honors 
Band Festival. Middle school students from Kennett, Unionville, Avon Grove, Oxford, Octorara, 
and the Coatesville Area School Districts combine to form the Honors Band. The festival will be 
held at the Oxford High School Auditorium. The concert is Saturday, April 18 at 8 p.m. Tickets 

are $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for students. For more information and directions, contact Mr. Skoniczin, ext. 3466 or 
rskoniczin@avongrove.org. This promises to be an outstanding concert. Hope many of our Avon Grove community 
can attend and support our students while enjoying their talents! 
 

An invitation is extended to the entire Fred S. Engle community to attend the annual Spring Concert. The Vocal Mu-
sic Team will present its concert on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. The Band Instrumental Team will give its 
concert on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 beginning at 7:30 p.m. And the Orchestral Team will have its concert on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 beginning at 7:00 p.m. All the spring concerts will be held in the Avon Grove High School. 
This is the culminating event for a year of dedication and determination. The students are preparing a varied and 
interesting program that should delight all. Please plan to join us on May 12, May 13, and May 19 for exciting eve-
nings of music. 
 

Thanks again for all your encouragement and support of our young musicians! 

SYRACUSE TEAM 
 

The Syracuse students completed their study of bacteria and will begin their study of protists and fungi in 
science.  Each class will have the opportunity to view live protists under the microscope and examine 
various types of fungi.   

 

In language arts, students have been studying poetry and figurative language.  Students will be writing their own 
poems as well.  Soon, we will begin reading another novel. 

 

After a brief study of square roots and the Pythagorean Theorem, the high math classes will be moving on to a unit 
on percents.  The prealgebra class will be studying measures of variation and permutations and combinations. 

 

In social studies, students are currently studying the Renaissance. We are moving from Florence: The Cradle of the 
Renaissance, to the rest of Western Europe and how the Renaissance manifested itself in other countries.  
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UCLA TEAM  
 

The UCLA team would like to thank all the students on our team for the outstanding effort they gave 
previous to and during the P.S.S.A. testing.  The students put forth a fantastic effort in preparing  for 
these tests and we are confident that this hard work will pay off when we receive the results this sum-

mer! Way to go!!!  Now that the P.S.S.A. tests are behind us for this school year, we still have one more action-
packed marking period to concentrate on before the school year draws to a close. 
 

In Miss Caponeôs L.A. classes, students will be reading poems and plays in their literature books. In grammar, stu-
dents will be studying, as well as using in their written work, adverbs and prepositions.  In Ms. Matlackôs language 
arts class, students continue to work on identifying figurative language elements and determine the meaning of un-
known words using context clues.  In the upcoming weeks we will begin to read the play version of The Diary of Anne 
Frank.   
 

In social studies class we will be covering the following material throughout the rest of the year: New Movements in 
America (prison reform, Temperance Movement, Education reform, Abolition, and Womenôs Rights movement).  
Westward Expansion and War:  Texas wins Independence, The Far West, The Mexican War, The Growth of the 
West (gold).  A nation Divided: The Debate over Slavery, Trouble in Kansas, Political Divisions, Secession. The Civil 
War: The War Begins, The War in the East, The War in the West, Life During the War, The Tide of the war Turns.  
Reconstruction. 
 

Science classes will be finishing up our weather unit, learning about the different types of wind, precipitation, weather 
instruments and why we experience different types of weather. We will begin our unit on Astronomy and will be get-
ting ready to take the Science PSSA test, which will be held the week of April 27

th
. 

 

Ms. Callahan's Green & Yellow Blocks will be using all the skills learned since the beginning of the year to solve poly-
nomials. Students will add, subtract, multiply, and factor binomials and trinomials. Welcome to the heart of Algebra 1! 
The Red & Blue Blocks of Ms. Callahan's class will be exploring the ideas behind functions. Students will find the re-
lationships between numbers, recognize the different forms of equations, and write their own equations.  Ms. Mat-
lackôs students are learning to compute percents and discounts.  They recently finished learning how to identify and 
solve problems related to proportions using cross products, identify similar figures, and find the missing measure-
ments in similar figures.   

VILLANOVA TEAM  
 

Students on the Villanova Team are studying some very interesting concepts this month.  In science, we 
have just completed exploring adaptations.  Our culminating project will be the creation of a 3-D fish via 

an in-depth web quest called Fins and Tails!  The quest is posted on the document page of the Villanova team and 
offers many simulations and information on adaptations.  Our next adventure will be analyzing characteristics in order 
to determine how organisms are classified. 
 

In Language Arts, we will be reading the novel Tangerine by Edward Bloor.  This is a great novel and we will be 
learning and practicing many skills and strategies throughout our reading.  Keep encouraging your child to read 
daily!  The Scholastic Book Fair is right around the corner in April for students to purchase great books.  In May, we 
will be welcoming our visiting author, David Lubar, to speak with our teams.  Keep reading! 
 

In social studies we finished our chapter on the Renaissance and Reformation.  In our next chapter we will be explor-
ing the Age of Enlightenment and Revolutions in Europe. 
 

Students in math classes are studying a variety of concepts.  Pre-Algebra students will soon be solving many ad-
vanced multi-step equations, while High and General Math students will be solving problems involving percents. 

USC TEAM 
 

In science, we finished chapter 7 on Evolution and have moved to chapter 9 Classification. We looked at 
the levels of classification and are now studying the 6 kingdoms. Next we travel to Bacteria and then to 
Protists where we will be doing microscope work with living pond creatures. 
 

In Social Studies we have finished our study on both the Renaissance and Reformation. We are cur-
rently working on our People Faire Projects where students select a character to present in the Age of Discovery. 
 

In math the pre-algebra students finished their chapter on data analysis and probability and will begin learning about 
inequalities.  The high math students have finished their PSSA review and will begin working with percents and solv-
ing real life problems involving the percent proportion. 
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TEXAS TEAM 
 

In science, we are learning about adaptations and natural selection.  We have learned about Charles 
Darwin and his discoveries.  The students have conducted labs where they have learned about the ad-
aptations of bird beaks, goat hooves, and moths.  We are also turning our classroom into an underwater 

habitat!  The students are exploring adaptations and their advantages.  Students are creating their own fish based 
upon 7 adaptations and will then analyze their ability to survive.  We are getting ready to get our creative juices flow-
ing to make our fish!   
 

Social Studies: Was Columbus a hero or a villain?  Or was he just a man of his time?  Did Luther's ideas bring 
change for the better or change for the worse?  How did Cortes and 500 Spaniards conquer 5 million Az-
tecs?  In social studies we are studying four great figures: Da Vinci, Luther, Columbus and Cortes, and asking these 
and other questions about their place in history.  Dr. Michael Hart places Columbus as the 9th Most Influential Person 
in World History.  Luther is 25th, Cortes is 63rd, and Da Vinci receives an honorable mention.  Why?  What did they 
do?  These are interesting questions open for debate.  Ask your son or daughter their opinions.  You might get some 
surprising answers.  
  
In language arts, the students have been working on text organization, figurative language, fact/opinion, generaliza-
tions, and point of view in preparation for the PSSA.  The students have also been working extremely hard on their 
written responses to various open-ended questions. 
  
In math, students have been working on probability and statistics.  The classes have reviewed and learned how to 
organize and analyze data in many different forms, as well as how to analyze when a graph may be misleading.  As 
for probability, students should be able to find the probability in fraction, decimal, and percent form. 

PENN STATE TEAM 
 

In social studies we are completing our timeline project to highlight the important events that we have 
studied in class. We will be examining the new national identity that emerged in the 1800ôs.  Also, we 
will analyze how nationalism and an expansion of democracy played a role in shaping the American 
identity. 

 

In science we are about to explore the composition and structure of our universe. We will dive into areas such as pat-
terns of the Earthôs movement, planetary motion, and describe the characteristics of celestial bodies found in our so-
lar system. 
 

In language arts, students will explore the world of poetry and discuss the many types of poems including narrative, 
haiku, limerick, elegy, sonnet, and ode to name a few.  We will also cover complex sentences and learn about prepo-
sitions with the goal of lengthening and adding details to the studentsô sentences.  The third novel of the year will be 
assigned and students will pick from the following books: The Devilôs Arithmetic, Gathering Blue, and The Outsiders.  
In Ms. Krugreinhard's language arts class, we have been working hard to review and prepare for the PSSAs.  We 
have been discussing author's purpose, text organization, point of view, fact and opinion, words with multiple mean-
ings, and much more.  After PSSAs, we will be reading the play version of The Diary of Anne Frank. 
 

Math this month has focused on reviewing the important topics that have been introduced throughout the year.  Pre-
Algebra has been working on equations and graphing.  We have learned how to graph linear equations on a coordi-
nate plane and make an x/y table from an equation.  Pre-Algebra will be learning how to solve multi-step equations 
using inverses.  Algebra recently covered properties of exponents and will be wrapping up Chapter 8 before spring 
break.  In the next chapter we will be diving deep into the algebraic content of polynomials and factoring.  In the 
meantime, our classes have also been discovering the complexity of 3-dimentional figures and their nets.  We have 
been exploring icosahedrons and dodecahedrons and even building our own 3-d models.  They should be on display 
within the next week!  In Ms. Krugreinhard's math class, we have been working on various aspects of geometry in-
cluding the Pythagorean theorem, measures of angles, area, and perimeter. 

USC TEAM (cont)  
 

In Language Arts we are reading The Acorn People.  This nonfiction novel explores the struggle with ac-
ceptance and the challenges faced when working with severely disabled children.  The students are also 
working on weekly Word Usage lessons.  These lessons focus on the grammatical and mechanical rules 
of writing.  The students are responsible for completing a Word Usage test every Friday.  The material 

continuously grows as we move towards the end of the marking period. 

Page 6 



OHIO STATE TEAM 
 

Mr. Rectorôs social studies class has been preparing for the PSSA testing by solving word problems using 
a T chart and correct vocabulary.  We are also covering the Lewis and Clark expedition and westward 
expansion.  Our next topic will be the growth of industry with slavery. 

 

Science students have been investigating various weather topics such as the water cycle, river systems, humidity, air 
pressure and clouds.  The artistic talents of our students really showed in the water cycle diagrams that were created!  
Our weather unit will conclude with air masses and fronts and learning to read weather maps in order to predict future 
weather.  We will continue to review keys to science success as we look ahead to our science PSSA tests at the end 
of April.   
 

The Ohio State math students have finished units on measurement, geometry, and data analysis. During the PSSA 
week, the students engaged themselves in a March Madness webquest. This webquest provided the students an op-
portunity to look at many different areas of math found in the NCAA basketball tournament. They saw how the world of 
math comes alive using this real world application by finding statistics and using this information to make decisions 
and predictions. By the end of the webquest, they were able to relate a variety of math facts to the NCAA tournament 
and explain the importance of mathematics in the real world. 
 

After spring break the students will be immersed in a literature unit focusing on the works of S.E. Hinton:  The Outsid-
ers, That Was Then This Is Now, Tex, and Taming the Star Runner.  They will be continuing their study of the       
apostrophe. 
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FLORIDA TEAM  
 

Math blocks A and D will be studying polynomials and factoring.  Math blocks B and C will be studying     
geometry and measurement.  Mr. Fisherôs math class recently studied how to use equations and inequalities 
to solve problems.  The class matched linear equations to x/y tables and then learned how to graph linear 
equations.  Upcoming topics include Stem-and-Leaf Plots, Box-and-Whisker Plots and probability. 

 

In social studies we are completing our timeline project to highlight the important events that we have studied in class.  
We will be examining the new national identity that emerged in the 1800ôs.  Also, we will analyze how nationalism and 
an expansion of democracy played a role in shaping the American identity. 
 

In language arts we are finishing up writing poetry.  Our poetry unit has been helping the students master figurative 
language skills (such as personification, hyperbole, and onomatopoeia) as well as writing skills relating to punctuation 
and grammar.  The students have also blossomed with their abilities to analyze different poems and interpret the 
meaning of the poem.  The students will begin a unit on the Holocaust where we will be reading the play adaptation of 
The Diary of Anne Frank. 
 

Science students will be concluding their study of meteorology before spring break.  Upon returning to school, stu-
dents will be learning about the aspects of astronomy including eclipses, planets, and gravity.  Check out the Windows 
to the Universe (http://www.windows.ucar.edu/) for relevant astronomy information.  

On Friday, March 6, and Saturday, March 7, the middle school performed Mulan, Jr.   The sev-
enth and eighth grade students performed to three well-attended audiences at the high school 
auditorium.  There were over 900 people in attendance. 
 

The forty-six member cast consisted of actors and dancers alike.  The cast began practicing  in 
December and  battled against illnesses and snow days, but this proved to be an extremely 
small obstacle.  The cast was also featured in the Avon Grove Sun.  They performed like profes-
sional  and made the audience forget they were watching teenagers. 
 

The crew worked hard during rehearsals and performance dates making the story come alive on 
stage.  Without their hard work and intricate movement of sets and props, the Chinese country-
side would have been in the audienceôs imagination alone. 
 

We are proud that our middle school drama program is flourishing and hope that everyone con-
tinues to come out and support The Arts at Fred S. Engle Middle School.  We love having the opportunity to showcase 
the talents of our students and hope to continue to make sure that our theaterôs future is never ñWritten in Stoneò.  By 
producing highly professional plays that allow as many students as possible to be involved we always ñKeep óem 
Guessinò. 





April, 2009 FSEMS PTO Newsletter FSEMS PTO Newsletter   

If you have any questions or comments regarding PTO activities, please contact the PTO officers é 
President: Teresa Hanrahan 610-255-3792 hanrahan@comcast.net 
Vice President: Louise Haggerty 610-255-0743 lphaggerty@comcast.net 
Secretary: Karen Lamson  610-869-4907 kwlamson@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Lori Darkow  610-268-2165 darkow@comcast.net 
Asst. Treasurer:  Joyce McCormick   610-274-3243   joyce@casparimccormick.com 

PTO Meeting 

Dates 2008-2009 
 

Be sure to mark 
your calendars for the 
PTO meetings. 

  

Apr. 21, 2009, 7:00 PM  
May 19, 2009, 9:30 AM  

  

All meetings will be held 
in Conference Room A 

at FSEMS. 

Did You Knowé 
that Fred S. Engle 
Middle School PTO is a 
tax-exempt 
organization and any 
donation is tax 
deductible? PTO funds 
are used to enhance 
FSEMS student 
activities and programs, 
or add new ones. 
Donations are gratefully 
accepted at any time. 
Checks should be 
made to ñFSEMS PTOò 
and sent to the school, 
care of PTO Treasurer 
Lori Darkow. A receipt 
will be provided, if 
requested. 

Student Faculty Basketball Fundraiser 

The Student vs. Faculty Basketball Game Fundraiser was 
once again a huge success, earning over $10,000 for our school.  
Thanks again to everyone who helped with this awesome event! 

The PTO Needs YOU! 

Although it seems early for this, itôs already time to elect officers for next yearôs PTO.  
At the same time, we also try to make sure we have chairpersons for most of the 
committees so that we can ñhit the ground runningò at the beginning of the next school 
year.  We still have some positions that are open.  We need volunteers for vice-
president, newsletter editor, and co-chair for the Fall Restaurant Coupon Sale.  If you are 
interested in volunteering and would like to find out more about these positions or would 
like to help out in smaller ways, please contact Teresa Hanrahan at 610-255-3792 or 
hanrahan@comcast.net.  Also, if you have a friend 
whose child will be coming to FSEMS next year, 
please pass along this information.  Of course, we 
will also be collecting volunteer names and 
information at Back to School Night and Take-a-
Look at the beginning of the school year.  Thank you 
so much for your help! 

Boxtops for Education  

Please send in all Box Tops for education for our ongoing collection. If you have any 
questions about the program, contact Christine Stewart ptaboxtops@msn.com.  

Spring Book Fair 

Mark your calendars now for the upcoming Spring Book Fair to be held 
Monday, April 13  through Wednesday, April 15 , immediately following 
spring break.   We expect to offer another great selection of books, 
including several by David Lubar, who will be visiting our school and meeting 
with students in April.   If students purchase at least 425 books, Mr. Snopkowski 
has agreed to dress up as a costumed character from one of the students' 
favorite books.  The costume will be decided by vote -- ask your student which 
one he or she voted for! 

We will be collecting loose change again this spring.  All coins collected by 
students will be used to buy books for the school, and Scholastic Books will 
match that amount in a donation of books to a literacy program.  Last fall, our 
students collected over $1,000.  Please, make your coins count and send in your 
loose coins during the Book Fair's Loose Change Challenge! 
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Non-Discrimination Policy 
 

The Avon Grove School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and  will not discriminate in its educational programs, activities, 
or employment practices on the basis of  race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, ancestry, disability, union membership or other legally 
protected classification.  Announcement of this policy is in accordance with  state and federal laws including Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504.  
 
All inquiries should be made to the Avon Grove School District, 375 S. Jennersville Rd., West Grove, PA  19390, (610) 869-2441. 

The Hotline 
The Hotline 


